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HHOW WAS YOUR BICENTENHIAL?

We of the Haverford Township Historical Soéiety feel that we
did ourselves proud with our four sites being open - The Grange,
manned by The Friends of The Grange, Nitre Hall (see other story),
The Lawrence Cabin Museum, and the Federal School, thanks to the
fine efforts of the Optimists.

Wow, we have a new challenge to face. ' Many of us found a
real pleasure in visiting these historic spots, both locally and fur~
ther afield. Hopefully we will want to continue this practice.

It would be more than a pity to have to keep our own special
places closed for want of a ggigg. Don't get scared - this doesn't
mean any more than a peféon keeping the place open and willing to
greet any visitors. Information is supplied as needed. We need
volunteers to spend a few pleasant hours = at the Lawrence Cabin, the
Federal School, and Nitre Hall. Last year's guldes were suppiied
by the County Bicentennial Fund. This year, we must depend on YOU.
Then we can have our places open Sunday afternoons and possibly on
Saturdays. After all the time spent on getting them ready, we can't
just sit by and close up. o

1f you can find a possible time to spend a few pleasant hours
in the summer months some fine afternoon, why not drop a line to
our Curator, Mrs. Margaret Johnston,'BOS Lawson Ave,, Havertown,

Pa. 19083, or to the editoxr, Miss Sde:Loder, 307 Joseph Court, Upper
Darby, Pa. 19082. A post card will be fine. Or try phoning the
editor at FL2-0611 - the editor just might be home.

You may have signed up to help at our april meeting, but we
need reassurance! Also, while you are doing yourself the favor of
getting interestingly involved, if you can help in any way at Heri-
tage Day (May 21 - see other story), add this to your note. We need
people to take tickets, sell at the Powder Keg table, and donate

goodies of all kinds,
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One more thing! if you would be interested in helping with
filing and/or helping organize the material to go into the office at
‘Nitre Hall, please put that in your note. '

Thanks, and the editor is really looking forward to some mighty
interesting mail! Don't disappoint her!:

Allgates in Its Heyday: The Personages Surrounding It..
' By Howard Greenburg '

(Allgates has been in the news lately as the home of the Alternative
School for the Haverford Township Senior High School. This property
was acquired by the School District in 1968 - two parcels of land
were obtained. One was approximately 15.6 acres from the Little
Sisters of the Assumption, in March. In November, 27.4 acres
were purchased from the Lloyd's. The Alternative Program has been
open to any student of the Senior High School on a voluntary
basis. Approximately 100 students have attended from 9:45 A.M. to
1:30. P.M. with four teachers. Additional classes were held at the
regular High School as needed. Four teachers were available. Five
large rooms on the first floor have been used. The second floor of
the building has been used for coordinators' offices and staff pupil
services.

The following article was written by Howard Greenberg in November 1976
for English 10. With his permission, it is presented, slightly
abridged, as a most intexesting view of a not too distant past. Mr.
Greenberg is now attending George Washington University.)
_ Foreward

Last year I had the good fortune to attend Allgates Alternative
Program of the Haverford Township, Pennsylvania, School District.
This program is located on, and is named after, an old estate.
o During one of my classes, I glanced up at the stained glass
window which I had been sitting under since the beginning of the
school year. And realized, while enjoying the sun shining througl
the multitude of ceolors in the shape of a Spanish galleon on the sea
that Allgates must have been an extraordinary place in its Qay. It
was then that.I decided I would investigate some of the history of

Allgates, This paper is the result of that research

"Oone of the estates that has brought fame to Pennsylvania is
Allgates belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Horatio Gates Lloyd of Haverford,
Pa," g0 said James Boyd in his book, The Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, 1827-1927. Today, Allgates is not the place it used to be.
| This writer will describe Allgates as it was in the time that Mr. and

Mrs. Lloyd resided there.

—
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Allgates was named by Mrs. Lloyd. ’The name's derivation comes
from the fact that there were eleven gates on the original property.
Mrs. Lloyd's maiden name was Windgate as is the middle name of one
of her sons, Richard Windgate Lloyd. ‘Mr, Lloyd's middle name was’
Gates as is their other son's name. Therefore the name Allgates

The bulldlng was de51gned by the leadlng architect in Philadel- -
phia at the time, Mr._wllson Eyre. It was started in 1910 and com~
pleted in 1912,. Additions were made in 1924 and 1930. This is the
basic structure as it exists today. (short biography of Wilson Eyre

follows.) '
' Allgates is hldden from the road by a long relatively high
I stucco wall, constructed of New Jersey sandstone. One enters the
property through wrought iron gates ‘that were made by Samuel Yellin
in 1917. Once 1n31de the gates, a road l1eads to a forecourt which
is bounded on two 51des by a low stucco wall. The third side is
bounded by the house. The road: runs parallel to the house. Oppo-
gite the house is an elevated terrace. " Inside the forcourt, and -
{planted all around the property, are varieties of rare trees. In
the center of the forecourt is a pool with an urn, which has rams
heads carved on either side. These heads face the’ elevated terrace
and the entrance to tﬁe house.

The entrance part of the building extends out under twin gablesé

to the road which branches off and c1rcles the pool. To the left of'
the entrance are two cathedral w1ndows which reach to the three
story height of the building. Further left, part of the building
extends out to meet one of the low stucco walls. This extending our
of the entrance and the ‘extending out of the other part of the house
forms an alcove which is bounded on the open gide by a balustrade :
of carved Indiana limestone.

To the right of th entrance this pattern of'the alcove. is 3
repeated. However, the extension on the right is only a story and
a half in height, as contrasted to three stories on the left side
of the entrance. 1If one takes in a whole view of the front, it
will show an asymetrical facade. This is a mark of Mr. Eyre's

design. .
The house itself is made of a pale yellow, almost neutral New

Jersey sandstone. The w1ndows have “deep blue shutters," and the
building is covered with ivy. The roof consists of intersecting
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gavles, made of slate. The yarious gables slope down, "occasionally
pierced by third floor dormer windows. The piecés of slate fahge
from small at the top to largé at the bottom, and are colored in
shades of red, blue, green, and purple. B

The house is entered through a small enclosed porch, which is
bounded by three archways whzch face the pool. Pa351ng through the
| middle one, the front door is reached. The slightly oversized doorxr
is square, caken, has huge decorative hinges and has a cluster of
four frosted glass panes at eye level. | -

The first room entered is the vestibule. Here one notices the
Mercer Tile floor, similar to the front porch. This is one of the
first signs of Mr. Eyre's craftsmanshlp in constructlon. “The walls
are paneled oak. Dlrectly across the vestibule are a pair of french
doors which open out onto a landing. In front of the landing, down
a few steps, is the 31tt1ng room. Parallel to tﬁe'steps are columns ;
of hand=-chiseled, beveled oak. The columns are connected by alter-
nating hand-chiseled large and small gothic arches. This is another
gign of Mr. Eyre's care for craftsmanshlp in his structures.

.In the .sitting room, dxrectly across from the entrance, 1is a
-pair of tall french doors. Here is seen a view of the gardens, and
a magnificent view of the Pennsylvania countyryside. The Lloyds
called this simply, "The View. " The ceiling is exposed beams and
plaster. The beams are SLmllar in composition to the aforementioned
columns. To the left is a fireplace with a black’ marble hearth, an
intricately carved wood mantle, and a hidden doorway which leads
to the dining room. To the right are entrances ‘' to the ~"logia and
living room. | ' ' a

The logia runs parallel to the 11v1ng room and takes a right
turn to follow the living room:. Itiermlnates at a hall which leads
to the part of the house that was added in 1924. - In warm weather,
"the windows of the logia can be removed to admit fresh air. The
floor is also Mercer Tile. h ' '

The living room is reached from the 51tt1ng room through a
pair of large paneled oak sliding doors. On the side adjacent
to the logia are four pairs of french doors. The celing 1is the
same exposed beam and plaster as the sitting room. At the end of
the room is a fireplace, which has a hearth of Mercer Tiles and a
pair of praying angels carved into the wood mantle. To ‘the -left
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of the fireplace a pair of French doors that open into the logia.

To the xight of the fireplace, a pa of paneled oak déors open'out
into the hall where the logia ends. Again, the fldor'is made of
Mercer Tile. However, the tile is larger and more colorful than
most of the other tile found throughout the house. To the right of
this exit from the living room is an elevator which connegts the.
basement with the second floor library. To the right of the eleva-
tor is a door that gives access to one of the alcoves in front.
Continuing to the right of the elevator is Mr., Lloyd's study ox "The
East Room."

The East Room is entered through an oversized gothic arched,
paneled oak door. The end of the room has a fireplace with a hearth
of Mercer Tiles. The ceiling is wood, with posts dropping down at
regular intervals from the wooden beams. The windows, aé are those
in most of the formal part of the house, are lcaded glass. Inter-
mittently there are stained glass windows inside of the regular
windows. These stained glass windows show another side of Mr, Eyre's’
craftsmanship in construction. Throughout the room are oak shelves.
Across from the elevator is Mrs. Lloyd's library.

This library is entered through a pair of gothic arched, paneled
oak doors, similar in style to the East Room door. Also, like the
FEast Room, one of the doors has a decorative brass lever handle. At
the end of the room are two large cathedral windows which look out
over the Green Garden. On the right, in the middle of the wall, is
a large stone fireplace with a gothic arch opening. The fireplace
rises from the floor to the beginning of the gable ceiling, which is
{made of wood slats supported by wood beams. opposite of the fire-
place is a large bay window, composed of six separate windows, which
looks out over the Iris Bowl. The library has the same oak shelves
and paneling as the East Room. Mrs., Lloyd's library is the end of
this part of the house. ' '

At the opposite end of the houge are the servants quarters and
kitchens. Additions to the gquarters and kitchens were completed in.
1930. Between the kitchens and to the ljeft of the sitting room
is the dining room.

The dining room is entered through two sliding doors from theE
main hallway. At the end of the room is a bay window composed of
‘three geparate windows. It commands a view of the gardens. To




Haverford Township Historical Society Newsletter P. 6

either side of this bay window is.a pair of curved French doors. The
dooxs to the left 1lead to the Rose Garden. Also to the left
is the breakfast porch. The right wall contains a fireplace which
has Mercer Tiles in the hearth. The room has white paneling,

(Mr. Greenbexrg continues with a description of the second floor,
the gardegs, and a biography of the Lloyds. If enough interest is
shown, this part will be continued in a future issue.)
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} Allgates, first floor plan.
Legend .

A ~ Cloakroom

- Entrance with three archies

= Cloakroom

- Ballustrade of Indiana Limestone
- Alcoves

- Landing with carved gothic arches
- Sitting room

= Living room

- Hall

Logia

- Elevator that connects the basement with the second floor
- The Bast Room

- Mrs. Lloyd's Library

- Dining room

- Breakfast porch

~ Xitchens and servants yoom

= Servants rooms

- Vestibule

Lines are approximate - they are not drawn to scale.
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Many of our members have attended the lecture and
tour of Allgates. Since it is now in use, visits
may be arranged by calling the School District and
asking for the Maintenance Department
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NITRE'HALL = THE GRAND OPENING

As we proudly and officially opened Nitre Hall to the public in
the summer of 1976, we felt a brief survey of the problems, growth,
and remodeling (leaving out some of the very trying occurreﬁces)
might.be of interest, As is said, "The mills of the gods grind |
slowly,”  but they do produce 'in time. .

As a personal note, when the editor was taking groups of Fifth
Graders from Brookline School down to visit the Lawrence Cabin, we
would gaze in considerable awe at the outhouse, back of the cabin,
which was in daily use. This seemed beyond possibility to the average
pupil and we would speak of the great day to come when a bathroom
would be INSIDE the house. . (All former pupils, please note! This
too has come to pass! : : -
| Nitre Hall was built shortly after 1800 by Israel Whelen, who
started the powder mill. It was sold to Dennis Kelly aboﬁt 1840,
It was taken over by various owners who used the mills for the manu-
facturé of c¢loth, and later spinning. Finally a Thomas Burns operatgd'
them until 1910 when the mills burned. He lived in the house |
into the late 1930's. From The Havertown Leader of August 25, 1976

comes the following:

In June 1927 a group of people headed by Miss Frances Wistar of
Gérmantown purchased Nitre Hall and slightly over eight acres
of ground, considering this site historically important., They
installed Mr. and Mrs, Oliver Martin as caretakers in 1942
Following Miss Wistar's death the Board of Trustees, which
included Benjamin Hoffman of the Grange and pDavid B. Robb of
Pont Reading, transferred the trust of a small amount of money,
the building and the land, on January 21, 1958, “to the Town-
ship of Haverford to be held for park and parkway purposes in
perpetuity for the health and enjoyment of the public.”

In 1967 on May 6, a Haverford Township Heritage was held to

start raising funds for the restoration of Nitre Hall. Lee H. Nelson

of the National Park Serviceiand a former vice-president of our

Society was active in research of the house. The restoration

project'was under the supervision of John D. Milner,
architect, with Robert L. DeSilets of Ardmore, the supervisor of the

the Chadds Ford

project. _
In 1973, funds were received from the restoration fund of the

State Department of the Interior. " Both the Historical Society and
the Township combined to give a matching grant. Wiring was: begun
with plans for a new neating system and a public lavatory.
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One of the first gifts of furniture for Nitre Hall was given in
1972 - a wooden settee, connected with the Lawrence family, from
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Bye of Wallingford. This stayed in the Johnston
hall way. Many other articles resided there until quite recently,
much to Dr. Johnston's joy at their removal. '
, Again, from The Leader, August 25, 1976, we  have pictures. of
|furniture being fork-lifted in Nitre Hall by the Township trucks.
Much of the furniture has been described in previous issues of the
Newsletter, but it is interesting to note that many lovely pieces
were given by the Robbs, formerly of Pont Reading. Mrs. Robb is a
descendant of Israel Whelen, who built the Nitre Hall Powder Mills.
Also, an Empire sofa, the gift 6f Mr. and Mrs. James Linton of
1Springfield, was once in Stenton Mansion in Germantown, and now
|looks very well in the completed room in Nitre Hall. . The building
|was officially opened to the public in August 21, 1976
- mwo affairs were held to give the members and the public a
chance to see the Hall in its new glory. A tea was held on Saturday
|Novembexr 6. At Christmas, with appropriate decorations, including
trains from the Santoleri fanmily and exhibits by the Betsy Ross Doll
| and Toy Club, the rooms were open on Decenmber 18 and 19. There was:

a very special stoxy-book tree.
'  Hopefully, soon the curator's office, with reference libraxy
and a display of the many articles already given may be opened in
JNitre Hall. . -
Remember the note you are going to send to the curator or the
editor? . Please jot down in what way you could help in Nitre Hall:
scraping, painting, filing, gorting, cataloging. We need you!

WHAT CAN ONE PERSON DO?
' Margaret Schissler, our membershlp chairman, reports theré are
232 members plus 8 civic groups oxr clubs.  If you are a paid-up
membex, why not invite a friend to join? Also, do you have some
old but interesting items you would like to have shown in our future
museum? It's a good place to really preserve them and give a
proper value to them. And please don't forget that we need help in
keeping our interesting sites open this summer. '

But above all, turn over and read about Heritage Day{

SATURDAY, MAY 21 - 10 A.M. - 4 .M.

.
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. SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1977 -~ THE DAY IN THE PARK -~ HERITAGE DAY

Finally we come to the real meat of this UWewsletter - the
thing which has been working at the editor every since peh was put on
paper. And most of it depends on yOU!

Of course, we cain never give enough credit to all of those who
volunteer their time, efforts, and talents to give the whole com-
munity a"pleasant memorable day. It is a time when parents can
share with the children, especially those who have. participated in
the colonial living project. In fact, it is a time not to miss.

In 1966, we had all of nine demonstrations, plus three exhibits.
In 1977, we have at least twenty activities, plus some very special
attractions. - _ _

If the sheep cooperate, we have learned that Mr. William
MacCau;ey‘has our DAY on his calendar for 10:30 A.H. Then, tyrough
very early arrangement, we are promised the Pipes and Dxrums of the
1st Bn, 112th Field Artillery National Guard, Cherry Hill, N.J.,
at 11:30 A.M. ' They will be led by Pipe Major James R. Ross of
Broomall; Drum Major Blair C. Stonier, Ardmore; and staff Sgt.
Dennis Turner of Delran, N..J. This will tie in well with the Scot-;
tish Research Society at the Grange. '

Have you any rare lace at home? Mrs. Mery Hand will en’joy
seeing-it*hs she makes some of her own. You can also help Mrs.
ilarie Hagner make dough toys.

They will be near the butter churning, which will be outgide
the cabin. Inside, johnnie cakes will be cooked over the fire, and
they taSteﬁmighty gbod with the homemade butter. You can even dip
a candle to light the way home.

- ‘ Have you spotted the silhouettes often found in old houses?
‘Mrs. Anne D'Allura cuts them for you just as the colonial artists did
and you have a great souvenir of the day. _

“one of our new exhibits is stained glass, with Mr. _Joseph
Sheldon. You'll £ind this, like so many other items, is another qld/
‘new idea. o

~ We are lucky to have with us one of the true scrim shanders of
today - Mr. Dana A, Coffin of prospect Park. His work on whale teeth
is a dying art, being replaced so often with mechanical tools. Dana
does it all by hand as the old-time whalers did, and will be able to
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show you something of how it is done. 1In fact, he is planning to
start a class for all of you - not artists - who want an interesting
hobby and a chance to express something of yourself in a different
way, Be sure to talk with him about this idea.

Many of the schools in Haverford Township will be represented
by teachers and pupils, demonstrating some of the crafts they have
learned. Corn husk dolls are .among the most popular, although mar-
bleizing paper and writing with quill pen prove quite fascinating.

0f course, weaving and spinning will be well‘repreéented._ It
‘is amazing how many parentg are becoming spinsters!

You will be able to purchase lunch at the Narberth Hoagie
Wagon, but even better - we have "The Powder Keg" which will in time
be the regular gift shop at Nitre Hall. For this, we need YOUR do-
nations,; of goodies, plants, and hand-crafted work. You were really
so wonderful ‘and generous last year. Even if you don't get called,
won't you please bring us a donation? Bring it when you come.

Maybe we had better have a place for those who forgot to sign
up to be host or hostess at the cabin and Nitre Hall this summer on
Sundays, and hopefully Saturdays. Bring a friend and make a picnic
of it.! |

Mr. Lynn McCall will demonstrate chair caning, which is being
done for Nitre Hall. And Mr, Howard Y. Cooper will take us back
to the sailing days with his tools from the past that he uses for
us to show how a sail was made. _

Above all, so you can see where your efforts have paid off, go
up to visit Nitre Hall. Miss Isabelle Knepley and Miss Betty
McClain will greet you, and Miss Betty Graham will "~ discuss the
idea of finding out about your "roots" by getting a start into
geneology. Aftar all, that is a real part of a historical Society.
Start searching through your old books, hidden away in the attic.
You never kncw what may turn. up! '

********1‘«*******k************ﬁ'*****************************

Looking ahead, as we always must, have you considered starting
something to donate to our Christmas Boutique at our Winter meeting?
We had some marvellous wool hats, and there have noted some really
elegant snowflakes, both crocheted and quilled. Maybe you could
fill up a few hot summer hours, when YOu are not at the Cabin or
Nitre Hall, by doing a bit of elegant hand craft. Think on it:
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Greéﬁings from a fine c¢ool Maine ii the month of August 1977! 'We
have, as usual, dreamed up a really fine trlp for our Historical So—?
c;ety, so 01rcle Saturday, october 15. Then save the day for ‘a bus {
trlp that will equal or surpass our oreV1ous ‘ones, oo :
' ' We w111 go to Andalusxa Eor & conducted tour of the home " of“Mf:
and Mrb. James Blddle.! Then on to Pennsbury Manor for a ‘catered boxk |
lunch, followed by a tour of the house and grounds. iore informatloq
follows on other pagew. _ T o %
k : We w11l meet at the Temple Lutheran Church, Brookline: Boulevard
and Earllngton Roads,_at 8 45 A. i. and ‘leave promptly at 9:00 A. M.Jri
Our tour of Anda1u51a begxns at 10330 A.M. The entire cdost-of the-
7trlp, 1nclud1ng bus trlp, lunch, and admission is $12.50. -Please '
send reservatlons by OCtober 10,11977 80 there w111 be room:for you
on_the bus.;__ | S S R

L Elther Cllp or copy the sllp ‘below and send it today, with check
made to. Haverforq Townshlo Historical Soc1e;g, to Mrs.. LaVerne

Mlddlestead, 109 Falrfleld Rd., Havertown, “Pa. 19083 - . Ty
*********#***********************fc}\'*ﬂ'*********ﬁ-*****#ﬁ'**ﬂ*#***ﬁ'*******

Hall by October 10, 1977 to
Mrs. LaVerne Middlestead S
109 Pairfield Rd. - R
Havertown, Pa. 19083

Please reserve . ' seats for me for the Haverford Township -
Historical Soc1ety Fall’ Trlp on’ October 15, 1877. o
Enclosed 15 chech for s at $12w50 per person. oo
Name |

Address

Phone .

bl
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COHE TO ANDALUSIA -

"From a reprlnt of an article from the National Trust for HlStOrlC
Preservatlon of Propertles, 1973, we learn Andalu51a was§ open to
the public on - September 15 of that year. } ‘The edltor remembers ﬁ
vaguely of a beautifully illustrated artlcle long before that !
in a woman's monthly, showing Andalusia and thinking what a '
. |lovely place to see.  We decided to include Andalusia in our trlp
ij as ‘it is probable that the property will be closed to the public
“.las the present owners, Mr. and_;.Mrsr James Biddle, are expected to
' |take up residence, :_, o R ]

;. Andalusia 1s_"one of the outstandlng examples ‘of Greek Rev;val
domestic architecture in America. . . . Located near Phlladelphla on‘e
220 .acre estate on the Delaware River, Andalu51a was the gather;ﬂg
place of noted American and European statesmen durlng the 19th
century.. . . o : . )

Presently owned by Nat10na1 Trust Pre31dent James Blddle and“i'
his wife Louisa, Andalu31a will be admlnlstered in cooperatlon with
the National Trust . . .The Trust will prov1de guldes to show the
house and grounds on a regular basxs,‘ but the property w111 remaln
in private ownership. . . ’ o | ‘“

- Originally a.modest late lath centruy house, 'Anaelesia was transt
formed into a country seat by Nicholas Blddle,‘who,'ln 1811, married
Jane Craig, the daughter of the. property's original owner, John Cralg.
In 1834 Biddle commissioned Thomas U. Waltera;;.'to add two parlors |
to the house. - The parlors were bullt w1th1n a three—51ded colonhade,
a copy of the Theseum in Athens. The lzbrary nad kltchen wings were
also added at that time.

The house contains furnishings and palntlngs owned by Nicholas
and Jane Biddle and succeeding generations of the Blddle famlly.

These include Philadelphia Empire furniture, Italian marble mantels
and French.girandoles and chandellers.; One arch1tectura1 ornament

on the grounds is a small Gothic Revival “grotto,,_ bullt to simulate
a ruin. The construction of such "rulns was much ;n vogue }n

the late 18th and early 19th century in England. other archi-
tectural elements are the huge stcne .alls of the original "graperies,'
also designed by Walter, which now border the rose gardens.

(Editor -~ A graperie is a building used for‘the cultivation of grapes)
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THOMAS USTICK WALTER = - o o s . ’;;:ff;‘"i ?‘ o

‘As mentioned, Nicholas Biddle engaged Mr. .Walter to enlarge '
Andalusia. '- In-the;Enoyclopedia Americana we flnd the follow;ng"'ﬁ
about Mr. Walter. ' Clgs g t ' |

He was born in 1804 and dled dn 1887. Lo He studied archl- 5
tecture atithe Franklin -Institute and  spent two years w1th the?
noted William Strickland, an outstanding exponent of the Greek “
frevival. period and designer of.the First Customs House and the
' jMerchant Exchange, ::among -othexr prominent Phlladelphla buxldlngs. h
] Walter opened his.own office in 1830 and deslgned, among i
;other - buildings,- the - Philadelphia City Prison, and Glrard Collegeo
;?In 1851, he 'became -the Architect: for.  the. Capltol 1n Washlngeoh, D C.
land was ‘responsible for adding. .the w1ngs and the dome.__ He__'d '
'|founded - the American Institute .of Arghlteqture, and'served as"its_>
; president fromnlBTGJto,hisydeath. i -

? NICHOLAS BIDDLE - 1786 - 1844. »” .
& Agaln from the Encyclopedia Americana Nicholas Blddle emerges .
{as an outstandlng wrlter and ‘financier., -~ He _entered the University
i of Pennsylvanla at the age of 10, later = atténding .what is  now
{ Prlnceton and graduated 4n'1801; ' In"1804 he went to France as sec-
] retary for ‘the U, S. minister: Two yedrs later, he became secretary
of legatlon for James' Monroe, théminister to-London. . On his return:
j-|home, he resumed his legal studies and served a short term in the-
;-Pennsylvanla leglslature. ‘H&” then' “turned:ihis-attention:to writing .
and worked on ‘notes of the Lewis and Clark expedition for two years.
Thls was glven up as he bécame editor of Port Folio in 1812.

| He served one term in the’ Pennsylvanie Senate and was then ap-.
pomnted a dlrector 'of the" Second ‘Bank of the United States and was,
elected 1ts preszdent in 1823. ' He supported a strong national bank
pollcy.: When the bank became a State Bank under Andrew Jackson in . .
1836, Biddle resigned three years later and retired to his estate
on the Delaware River. He advocated such revolutionary ideas as
.shorter worklng hours, hlgher wages, and popular education. As
pre51dent of ‘the trustees of Girard‘College, ~rhe influenced . its
educational polxcy as well as 'its style of architecture. . ;.




f o Haverford Township Hxstorical Society Newsletter P.4

PENNSBURY MANOR (AND WILLIAM PENN)
. In researching William Penn, from my usual' Maine source; .
the reader who already knows ' “much’ of his life may be  interested
to learn that Penn, at 22, was sent by his father in 1666 to ..
manage their Irish estates. He then acquired the suit of armor
in whlch hie only portralt was palnted. " Also:'in ‘quoting from
the Encyclopedla Amerlcana,i—'“ﬂe ‘took advantage:of a: little. sur- ..
cease from jalls to marry, ‘in ‘his 28th year, “Gulielma Marie-
Sprlngett.f,} She wae much interested in‘ his proposed home on:
the Delaware although she never saw Amerlca. “After.  her . death,
he marrled Hannah ‘Gallowhill of Bristol in 1696, = _
‘ 7: Penn ‘and hlS w1fe, baby John and Letitia were: at - Pennsbury
ionly from the sprlng of 1700°" until his return +o England in 1701..
|The bulldlngs fell “into dlsrepalr and were finally  restored to ..
fitheir present beauty and are administered by The: Pennsylvania .
gﬁlstorlcal and Museum Commission. The ‘folder obtained . from the
IManor has valuable and interesting info:mationawhich _you will
?want toread. A . . e ; "w o o
‘Let us’ just  remind you that the . furnlshlngs are of a period
; seventwalve +to one hundred years before the Amerlcan Revolution_ )
‘land it is’ the largest -collection of 17th century furnlturel/indr ;
|Pennsylvania.’ -Incidentally, Penn-himself .found that his manor
‘lvas too far out of town for convenience and had to move to the'“:
Jeity for a time. S S : ‘ . ,fz
| ‘Some ‘of the outbuildings of . thls self-supportzng plantatlon ;;:?
are conjectured but a-tool ‘shop - and river barge are the latest‘j'
_ additions' for our edification. The - gardens L were planned by Penn %
who brought or sent many specimens from. -England. It is 1nterest- 5
ing to note that the front entrance was, _from_ the rlver through ’5
a formal - garden.4 - Be sure to see all of the dlfferent gardene"
on the property,- including an --Indian burlal ground of to one'
side. ' : _ : . N )
.*'p\'.‘*,;*******‘l'ﬁ;‘fi“*A****E*“'**. . i
EDITOR'S PLEA e -
Ever since we heard that an. amusement park had onge, been 1n Beeohwood,
our curiosity has been aroused. Anyone who has 1nformatlon iabout
this would do a personal service by contactlng editor -
Miss Susanne Loder, 307 Joseph Court, Upper barby, Pa. 19082
Also try phoning at FL2-061l. please do and also many thanks.
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OUR HERITAGE DAY ~ 1977 )
Aqaln, we thank all of you who so klndly and nobly helped us
with donations and time on our Day in the Park. Although..letters
of appreciation were sent’ to our volunteers and exhibitors,  this
is a chance to thank all of you who did their: bit,.large and small.
We were delighted with the weather and all of our many.“figetj,,e
plus factors., After much contemplation, the editor had decided to
speak of our probleme and hope you can come up with a solution.’ i
Several of the exhibltors were ‘unable to attend because of
unexpected lllness.'  Others promlsed ‘to ‘come next year -but had -
fprevmous commltments; 5o we need more demonstrators in order to.
favoid this in the future. o T S '
: There was much dlSCUSSlOD at the Executive meeting. The ;
é date,_the 3rd Saturday in May, ‘was | questioned, After con31dering
tall angles,_ this still seems the best bet. N IS
i Ve even spoke of the 1dea of having Herltage Day every other .
|year or  even doing away w1th it, which is a very sad: thought.
| We do feel that Herltage Day is of real value to 'the community
| and we thank "The Leader"' for thelr fine ‘editorial in the issue
| following our Day.
} - We dec;ded to try even “harder in 1978 'to get ‘more people
involyed . and we already have several 1n mlnd. " "Here is where you
can help. | o S o | ;
If you know of anyone or any group who would be willing to. f
contribute time and act1v1ty, please let us know. : :
+ You may contact the edltor (address and phone on..page 4)
the Curator s Mrs. Robert Johnston : o
...805 Lawson Ave.
- Havertown, Pa. 19083
or the pre31dent - Mr, Harry Irwin
419 Valley Road
Havertown, Pa. 19083 - R R S
_ _ Another facet to con51der is that our attendance has - been ‘
dropping slowly but. surely." We_ feel ' this activity is . not just
for children but is of reai interest to all ‘ages. ‘Help' us .by.
telling your friends and nelghbors.l As the Bicentennial acti- . |
vities slow down and disappear, We€ have something to offer to all.

Tyt
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Ccircle May 20, 1978. Cancel oxr postpone all other engagements,
reunions, -or festivals and. come to Heritage Day first.: If , you have
{compahy, bring them. - Put off a visit until Ilate Saturday ox early.
|Sunday. Above all, let's get ' some mail filled with.ideas - to.the
lletter hungry editor. Even invest 9¢ for a penny postcard. . It
Ewill'be greatly appreciated. ' :

4 VANDALS AT CABIN ,
; One of the saddest thzngs that has ever_ happened to our
i Society - was to find that stones, h;;cks,_‘and logs were thrown
; at the Lawrence. . Cabin early oh_ ée;y 2.: Itr is all cleared up
lbut it seems unbelievable that ‘anyone should iattaek the Cabin o
| that we have all grown. to love. . - R
: * - Considering the numbef- of chlldren who have v151ted ‘and
? enjoyed the Cabin, there should be a really sad feellng in the
‘Iminds .of all of those . who have had such pleasant v151ts at ‘that
{spot. - Even .though some thoughtless chlldren fail 'to have “fhe
‘| respect due its place in our communlty,' hundreds of people have
seen and profited by getting a gllmpse of what 1ife was like in =
days gone by. | ' e
We hope. the Colonial Living Experience given to the CPifth
Grades - of Haverford Township will continue to give ‘a real mean-
ing to the 1lives of the pioneers who lived in our “own’ nelghbor—
hood. P , b o
DOTTIE'S HERB GARDEN N .
“In our-next issue, we hope to have an artlcle written by'
Dottie Speedy. She and her son, Chuck, planted a most’ attractlve
garden around the flag pole in front of the Cabln, She has also
prepared a book which shows the herbs and how #0 identify them.
We all owe her a vote of thanks. Also we owe ohrselyes the duty ‘
and pleasure of inspecting this garden. It was ready £Or ‘us on-i
our Heritage Day last May and we ‘hope you ‘have visited the Cabin
since then and have noted that garden and how it grows. _
The Cabin has. not been open as regularly ‘due to the vandalisd
and the clean=up following, but nge Peg a call and offer' your

services for the fine fall weekends.
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GLEANINGS FROM MAINE o . L -

“When visiting in a pre-revolutionary :farmhouse in  Harriten,
Maine, ‘near the town of Waterford, one finds out many things, most
of’them new and strange to the editor. Hopefully they will be of
interest to the reader, so here goes.. Trivia holds forth. o

When phoning, be. sure to let.” the phone ring ten times.. That: .
takes all of one minute and that is not too long to give to a friend.
Try it yourself! (The hostess.did work for Bell at one time.) ==

Pig scrambles’are a delight to see.  Ten pigs.and fifteen boys .
with sacks provide quite a show. The losers all got a dollar and .
one boy got five, ‘as his bag which held one squirmy pig  broke at
the seam.® He 'was given .extra money: to compensate for his. - loss.

What would a mother say when confronted - with one small live plg?
Not all of the boys lived -on a farm. - Cofeee e

" If you are peelihg peaches in quantity, pour sqald%ng water
over the peaches and let stand - for a minute just as you  do. for
tomatoes. The skin slips off easily,.and your nails . can get quite
dark, tco. L o A ; ’ o

One evening we went to the Lake Associatlon Meeting. Never
again can*I look at a beautiful lake and regard it only as a thingw
of beauty and a joy forever. -In fact, we learned of one formerly ._”
lovely lake that was killing itself with phosperus from the earth‘
without benefit of help from humans. - . o

 We must worry about the water level which depends on_thé“rainf?.
fall. Somé of the surrounding .cottagers want it high, some low, ‘
depending on which end of: the lake they live. . .A mark on the dam
was supposed to be the  desired level. Water. depth can affect
algae gréwth{ good or ' bad. -~ Also, no one owns  the dam as the flrst
buildérs are lost in history,.but the statedqwns the lake and not
the dam. It 'ends on two different properties and depends ,on the |
mutual ‘good'will of the land .owners -to keep the dam in o;der, This
| year, 'vandals added to the problem. . ) - ’_:'

The state can supply answers to such questions as - whét'is the
best mineral content? /X8 this particular algae good ox bad? 'Do fish
and ‘missels live out their alloted time or do they dle an early death?
The meeting ended with general agreement to ask two nelghborlng
alek associations to meet with them and to get someone from the
state to attend. T o
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| Another remarkable evening was spent in dzstrlbutlng food for. ;i
lthe codpeérative. We have such’an arrangement: for our :local: chuxch

* ibut that deals in canned goods. This one had produce, rolls, and

‘|cheese; and covered guite a number of local groups. Some brave souls.
lwent to Boston;  delivered the goods to South Paris, and- these were :
%pieked up by another brave soul  for five organizations- therein
represented. I was assigned to delivering :cheese . which had

_'|come in huge hunks. ' One lady- weighed it,  another . wrapped and

?notaté& name -of cheese, current price, and. who ordered:it. - All
_|the difference, plus or minus, was attached to .the following
order as you pay what you think it - would be judging: from. the

lprices obtainable at time of ordering...Some of -the cheese was short,
|se that an ounce here and there had- to be removed. - Then: we ended with
13 pounds of unordered cream cheese which had to be disposed. of. =
:Thank goodness T missed the grain exchange which came ;. tow. weeks
?later. That included honey and molasses ‘to be  weighed:s. .
_ The whole procedure was held in the 'packing house of the owner
of an apple orchard. I was shown the packing bins, which have &
fork 1ift to completely fill a huge -xoom with -controlled atmos-
pherie conditions to keep the apples  through the :year... When the
_ temperature ‘is brought down to the right level,: the apple-“breathes“;
150 slowly that there is no deterioration. : For some thlrty thousand .
i bushels, this is a necessity. There are government standards for
{size, and soie of the smaller ohes ‘are sent abroad, }espeg;ally to
: Denmark and’ Norway.‘ About thirty pickers ‘were in the process of
| being hired and all of the fruit is hand-picked. . - o
; The Waterford Historical Society had ready thelr ten—year hrstory
{and 1t was being sold at the Waterford "World Fair" . along with many.
i of the local stores. True, it was a year-late. in coming out, but.
: 1t was a handsome book with amny photographs lncludlng the home. of . ;
? ny hosto' Some” "of the historical societies are: small enough that they
i meet. in homes. Always there are some memorabilia to  be displayed. .
and dlscussed. C ‘ G T

I cannot help but feel that Nitre Hall,-in spite of the many
: problens connected Wlth it, 1is somethlng to: be used and: treasured.

[

BE SURE THAT YOU HAVE PAID YOUR DUES!
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: CALENDAR OF DATES FOR 1977-1978. PLEASE KEEP FOR REFERENCE(

: October 15 1977. Saturday - Field Trip to Andalusia and Pennshury.
‘ 'Reservations in by October 10.
Regular General Meetings - Thursdays
November 17 - Mr. David Harry
Topic: Historic Homes in Ridley Park
February 16, 1978 -~ Reverend Knowers, Pastor of
Ebenezer Methodist Church
Topic: George Washington
April 20 - Mr. Albert Gamon, Member of Historical Advisory
Board of HMontgomery County
Topic: Peter Wentz Farmstead
Regular Board Meetings ~ Thursdays
September 8
November 10
January 12, 1978
Maxch 9
June 8
Heritage Day in the Park -~ Saturday, May 20, 1978
We expect to have our winter lecture series, so be prepared for
some Sunday afternoons.

OFFICERS FOR 1977-1978

President - Harry Irwin
419 Valley Road, Havertown, Pa. 19083

irst Vice-President - Ruth Engle (Mrs. John O.
405 Kathmere Rd., Havertown, Pa. 19083

Second Vico-President - Betty Stafford (Mrs. Frederick)
525 Worth Manoa Rd., Havertown, Pa, 19083
Recording Secretary - Ann Blair (Mrs. B. Franklin)
64 Princeton Rd,, Havertown, Pa. 192083
Corresponding Secretary - Dolly Kelly (Mrs. Francis J.)
512 Wynne Ave., Havertown, Pa.
Treasurer -~ Harry Ross Young
329 valley Rd., Havertown, Pa. 19083

Curator - Peg Johnston (Mrs. Robert)
805 Lawson Ave., Havertown, Pa. 19083
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